FAMILY WORSHIP - 10.30 am every Sunday

FAMILY COMMUNION - Monthly - see diary

MINISTER: Revd Steve Fisher - Tel: 01298 938831

Church Leaders:
Owen Walters (Secretary) - Tel: 01298 872294
Margaret Brignell (Treasurer) - Tel: 01298 871893
Margaret Gill - Tel: 01298 872057
Jean Jackson - Tel: 01298 872089
Paul Mount - Tel: 01298 871566
Philip Turner - Tel: 01298 871902
Ben Twelves - Tel: 01298 871161
Jill Whitnell - Tel: 01298 872596

For Pastoral care contact the Minister or any Church Leader

If any member would like Home Communion
please contact the Minister

May 2016
Member of the Evangelical Alliance
Commitment for Life Church
Fairtrade Church

Rotas for May 2016
Sunday

Door Stewards

May

June

Flowers

1

Sue Clarke

The Turner Family

8

Margaret Gill

Kath Anderson & Glynis Hughes

15

Val Gaffney

Audrey Buckley & Jill Whitnell

22

Iris Broomhead

Iris Broomhead

29

Paul Mount

Betty Skidmore

Jean Jackson

Val Gaffney

5

Communion
May

1

Jean Jackson & Ben Twelves

June

5

Margaret Brignell & Philip Turner

Sunday Morning Coffee
May

June

1

Gill Adams & Anne Hollis

8

Paul & Judith Mount

15

Iris Broomhead & Margaret Brignell

22

Jill Whitnell & Jean Bancroft

29

Jean Jackson & Marjorie Gregory

5

Val Gaffney & Andrew Turner

Ladies Fellowship Meeting Wednesdays 2.15 pm
May 4

Alison Bennison

11

Audrey Buckley

18

Glynis Hughes

25

Marjorie Gregory

June 1

Jill Whitnell

If any of these dates are not convenient
- please exchange with someone else on the list

From the Manse

Diary for May 2016
Sunday
Sunday
Saturday

1
8
14

Sunday
Thursday

15
19

Saturday

21

10.30 am Family Communion - Steve
10.30 am Family Worship - Rev Gillian White
7.30 pm “The God Particle” St John’s Church
Christian Aid Week begins
10.30 am Pentecost - Worship for All - Steve
12 - 2 pm Soup & Something - Christian Aid
7.00 pm Leaders Meeting
7.00 pm Peak Filling Station - Calver Village Hall
Speaker: Barrie Pettifer
10.30 am Family Worship - Rev Adrian Perry
6.00 pm Christian Aid Service - R. Catholic Church
10.30 am Family Worship - Sheila Simpson
2.00 pm United Service - Nicholson Court

Sunday

22

Sunday
Tuesday

29
31
June
5
10.30 am

Sunday

Family Communion—Steve

May 2016

Dear Friends,
Being thankful is an essential thing. We teach our children
diligently to say ‘thankyou’ whenever possible (whether they mean
it or not, I suspect!), but we can easily slip out of the mindset
ourselves. We have a great deal to be thankful for, even if there
are some things that are tough for us. Paul in several of his letters
underlines its importance. For example, in Colossians 3 verse 15
‘Be thankful’; verse 16 ‘ singing to God with gratitude in your
hearts’; verse 17 ‘ whatever you do, give thanks to God..’ And here
was a man who did not have an easy life!
We can choose to dwell on all the things that are wrong in the
world, or unfair for us, or we can ‘count our blessings’ both in terms
of material well-being and the love and support of others around.

‘Seedlings’ for 0-4 years old
10.30 am in the hall
2nd & 4th Sundays in the month
WEEKLY MEETINGS
BUSY BEES - Tuesdays 10 am - 12 noon in the Hall
for 0 - 5’s and carers Contact: M Gill 872057
LADIES FELLOWSHIP - Wednesdays at 2.15 pm in the vestry
OPEN HOUSE Thursdays 7.30 pm
at Ben & Kirstin Twelves, Holly House, Parke Road
PRAYER MEETING - Fridays 10.30 am in the vestry

It’s not a question of being optimistic and ignoring the problems, but
a question of getting things in balance. Happiness does not
necessarily depend on the circumstances of our lives, but on how
we view them.
Being part of the church, I find, really helps. Sometimes it’s
good to be alone, but too much of it, and we can become
miserable! Friendship and the fellowship and encouragement the
church offers can make a big difference. You don’t have to believe

lots of difficult things to become part of a church: it all begins with
friendship. But as we appreciate the positive things about living in
God’s creation, we can discover the Creator Himself offering us a

Chinese government tears down more church crosses
China has torn down more church crosses in Zhejiang, raising fears

love which cannot be cut short or spoiled – even by our own

that soon no Christian crosses will be left standing on churches

mistakes and failings. As we discover God’s love and powerful care

throughout the province.

for us, we cannot help share that in encouraging others.

Release International, which supports persecuted Christians

Thankfulness is something that spreads out like a ripple in a pond.

worldwide, is concerned that this campaign of growing intolerance

God’s welcoming grace for us, whatever the state of our minds and

towards Christians in the coastal province of Zhejiang could even

hearts, makes a decisive difference.

I do not want to dismiss

depression and other illnesses which cause people to struggle with

spread on throughout China.

the very basics of life, but I do believe that thankfulness to God

Release’s partners report another 49 crosses have been torn down

offers a powerful anchor in the storms we experience. If you

since the start of the year. Where churches are refusing to demolish

reading this, are not part of a church fellowship, then come and join

them themselves, the authorities are cutting off their water and

us -we’re really not such a bad bunch of people!

electricity. So far, around 1850 crosses have been removed.

Hopefully, May will not be a month of too many storms (literally!),

Release International has recently launched a petition calling on

but it includes a time, Christian Aid Week, for doing something

China’s president Xi Jinping to release the jailed Christian human

practical for those who are experiencing them. Not many of us can

rights lawyer Zhang Kai, who mounted a legal campaign to

go overseas to offer help, but all of us can give money which we

challenge the cross removals. To sign the petition, search for

know will make a difference to helping people through material
hardships and offer the health care and education which we too
easily take for granted. Please give generously from a thankful
heart.
With love,
Steve

Zhang Kai on change.org
A Christian may not always be conscious of the Holy Spirit’s
presence, but he would not even be a Christian in his absence.
John Blanchard
Before Christ sent the church into the world, he sent the
Spirit into the church. The same order must be observed
today. John R W Stott.

Wakes Week 2016
Our exhibition this year is in honour of the

.

For Prayer this month remember Christian Aid Week ,
Pentecost and the needs of our church

Wind of God,
blowing from the four corners of the earth, breathe on us,
our bones are dried up and our hope is lost.
Breathe hope and sinew into our lost spirits.
In flooded village,
in refugee camp,
theme of The
It takes the
Commonwealth.
Each exhibitor
is invited to take a different Commonwealth country and
create a section of the exhibition. Volunteers are needed
– please sign up on the notice board. The exhibition will be
open between
10 and 4. 30 pm each day.
During Wakes week we shall as usual be serving
refreshments every day. This year we start at 10.30 am
with teas/coffees, light between 2 and 4. 30 pm.
All this will be served in the hall, except on the European
Referendum day (Thursday 23rd) when we shall be in the
vestry. Volunteers to help make and serve refreshments
will as ever be welcome.

in hungry homes,
may your arm be under the head of the helpless,
may they rise up from the graveyard of despair
and find new life through the power of love.
Hurricane of God, blowing across the universe,
stir the hearts of the compassionate,
overturn the caution of the hesitant,
that the resources of the world
may be shared with the hungry,
that tanks may be turned into tractors,
and the debt of millions be cancelled.
Breath of God gently whispering in our ears,
remove the dust of apathy which clouds our vision.
Energise us, that we may be a source of comfort for the sick,
of solace for the bereaved.
Holy Spirit of comfort and change,
send us out in confidence and joy to keep the faith and share it.

From the Leaders Meeting and Church Meeting

refresh and generally bring a smile to many faces over the week.

Philip Turner and Paul Mount have been unanimously re

Churches Together in Tideswell

-elected to serve on the Leadership Team. Owen
Walters has stepped down while he completes his recovery from surgery

CT has remained active whether on parade in the carnival, working hard for

and Ben Twelves has agreed to continue as Church Secretary. We are so

Christian Aid Week, extending our Posada figures during Advent and

grateful to all 4 of these guys!

organising joint services which have been a blessing to many. We are

Living Stones

delighted that Fr. Kevin has begun as the new priest at the Catholic Church

We are so grateful to the East Midlands Synod URC Mission fund who

even if he has a huge area to cover. Thanks to Jean Jackson, serving as

have granted us £30, 000 (a maximum grant) towards the project. We now

secretary to CT, and Paul and Barbara who are our reps.

have about 85% of the money needed – and have some further
applications made to close the gap further.

What’s new?

We recently met again with the heating engineers who have been advising

I started this report by reflecting that there was a sense of deja vue about our

us. The key to the future is not simply what kind of energy is used to

church. In fact there is a far greater sense of anticipation for the future.

generate heat in our refurbished buildings, but how much we can improve

Seedlings have begun as a Churches Together group for pre-school children

our insulation to keep the heat in the first place! Both the church and the

and their parents. This is an important part of our outreach and one which

hall lose a lot of heat from poor insulation, but this can be remedied. We
await the results of some more detailed work on this.

will continue to grow I am sure. We now have a weekly prayer morning too
on a

Methodist Circuit Review
Fountain Square Church is part of the Peak Circuit of the Methodist
Church. The circuit is reviewing its future plans as we cannot continue to

Friday which is vital in giving the work of this fellowship to God and I
commend its work. We should however pray for new people: not just

operate in the current pattern. Please pray for the review being undertaken

Christians who might move into the village, but some who might find fresh

this month – and for our responses as a church, so that we can discern

faith in the God of life who has poured out His love for us in Jesus. Our

God’s way forward.

building plans contain within them the seeds of new relationships with the

Steve Fisher

community, especially with young families, but also with tourists and locals
There are churches so completely out of the hands of God that
if the Holy Spirit withdrew from them they wouldn’t find it out
for many months. AW Tozer

alike. That’s what makes them exciting and if we can just get over the final
fundraising hurdles, everything is set fair. What’s new is God’s love each day
to grow us in faith and fellowship, and all the opportunities and life of His
Kingdom.

Steve

Fisher

are so grateful for his willingness to serve in this way. My thanks to Margaret
Brignell for her various roles as treasurer. Whether liaising over work to be
done in Wesley Cottage, counting the offering or sorting out the Building
Fund, it has been done with great cheerfulness despite her own recent illhealth
Everyone here has served God over this last year in so many different ways –
cleaning, flower arranging, cake making, playing the organ or in the music
group, making tea, helping with Seedlings, and many other things. Jean and
Joyce continue to set the pace and mention again should be made of the
excellent magazine which reaches many households with news of what is
happening. Thanks also to the two Margarets and Barbara Ryder who keep
the Busy Bees active and where, as we shall hear, numbers remain buoyant.
But we know that illness and bereavement are very real struggles for some of
our fellowship and our prayers and hearts need to be continually with them.
Others from our fellowship have been serving overseas if not exactly as
missionaries, Malcom and Alison have been a great blessing to the Maltese I
am sure

day
15th

SunMay

10.30 am
led by the Revd Steve Fisher
Come & celebrate
the Church’s Birthday!

We are always grateful to those who take our Sunday services when I am not
there and so I record thanks to Methodist local preachers, URC lay preachers
and Rev. Gillian White and others who offer a variety of flavours of worship!
Wakes week
Paul Fletcher’s design for the well dressing may be his last one and it was
certainly one of his best. While we felt that the numbers of people in the
village who came to see it were down on previous years, nonetheless our
welcome, refreshments and exhibition on ‘Alice in Wonderland’ were well up
to the usual high standard. Thanks to all who worked hard to welcome,

CHURCHES TOGETHER SERVICE
Nicholson Court Lounge

Tuesday May 31st at 2 pm

Steve, Simon & Sue will be pleased to see you
at any of these services!

Live Theatre!
Saturday May 14th
7.30 pm
at

St John’s Church
Tickets £8 from Peak
Volumes Book Shop
or can be reserved at
www.peakvolumes.comthe_god_particle_play.html.
It is the story of two people with very different ideas—a
quantum physicist and a vicar—who meet in a bar and join
forces to solve a perplexing mystery, discovering the real
meaning of faith, knowledge and love—and the importance of
keeping an open mind

Fountain Square Church
Minister’s report for AGM April 21st 2016
Looking back over 2015, it is tempting to feel a sense of deja vue! We are
after all, still in the same old set of buildings and (nearly) with the same old
set of members (no offence!). But, we are making progress and have found
both hope and joy in the life of our fellowship.
Living Stones building project.
Over these last few months building grants have begun to arrive which mean
that we have more than ¾ of the amount we need to begin building. Local
fundraising has been remarkably successful, with about £10,000 being given
or raised from Tideswell origins. The £10 talent scheme produced some
great results and hidden talents among our members. And from crochet to
Christmas decorations, Victorian tea parties to Burns Night, we’ve had fun
doing it. Thanks go to all who participated, young and old alike. Thanks also
to the fundraising committee – Anthony Gill, Sam Clements and Kirstin

Having enjoyed a sell-out run at the Edinburgh Fringe in 2013,

Twelves who have slogged through endless forms and computer glitches to

'The God Particle' is now on a whistle-stop two month national

make our applications appealing and well supported. Keep praying as we

tour. If you've ever enjoyed 'Rev', 'Hitchhiker's Guide to the
Galaxy', 'The Vicar of Dibley' or 'Dr Who' then don't miss this
exciting opportunity to see the only performance in our area.

Organised by Churches Together in Tideswell

have more applications being considered to close the final gap. And then the
real work begins…
The daily round of being church.
The church’s Leadership Team have worked hard to organise the weekly
work of FSC from sorting out the calendar to issues of safeguarding. Thanks
especially to Owen Walters who has now stepped down from the LT because
of ill health. We are glad that the treatment has proved successful so far and
hope to see him back in church when it has been completed. In the
meantime, Ben Twelves has nobly stepped up to be Church Secretary and we

Churches Together in Tideswell
invite you to

SOUP & SOMETHING
for Christian Aid Week

Thursday May 19th 12.00
- 2.00 pm

at Fountain Square Church

Just came along and enjoy!

The Way I See It :
Three in One and One in Three
A story is told of a Jewish man who collapsed in
the street with a heart attack. A passing Roman
Catholic priest rushed over and knelt beside him. ‚Would you like to
have your sins forgiven?‛ he asked. The man nodded weakly.
‚Right,‛ said the priest. ‚Do you believe in God the Father, God the
Son and God the Holy Spirit?‛
The Jewish man rolled his eyes and moaned, ‚I’m dying, and he’s

An experiences of collecting
for Christian Aid
Seek and ye shall find
One collector, having found five houses with
no one home, lifted his eyes to heaven and
prayed: 'I'm not doing very well here, Lord!'
At the very next house, a man answered the
door and said: 'Just wait a moment!'
He reappeared with a tray of copper coins and another one of small silver - to a total
value of £13.09 - his year's savings of small
change.
It is amazing how it mounts up.

asking me riddles!‛
Well, it’s Trinity Sunday later this month, so if you go to church you
may well hear the preacher trying to explain the riddle. Most church
-goers know that it’s part of orthodox Christian faith, and like
singing about it in hymns, but haven’t any idea why it’s so
important. Surely, they think, there’s only one God, so why make it
so complicated
Yes, it is complicated, but not incredible. Over the last century
scientists have discovered that almost everything is more
‘complicated’ than we had thought. It seems, for instance, that
pretty well nothing we know is a simple unity.
Think atoms, and then protons and neutrons. Energy and activity
flow from dynamic relationships. So doesn’t it make sense that the

Christian Aid Week
May 15 to 21 2016
Morsheda will never forget the day she nearly lost
her baby son, Murshid. As floodwaters poured
into her home, he fell from his bed into the inky
water. He could have drowned in moments. Luckily, Morsheda woke
when she heard him fall and was able to save him.
But she knows that the floods will come again. Her home has already
been hit several times. Each time, Morsheda gathers her family and
holds them close as they wait for the danger to pass.
„I feel very scared of the river. I keep thinking “it is coming”.‟
Morsheda lives on low-lying islands in Bangladesh. She shares a singleroom, corrugated-iron house with her four children. She earns as little
as 74p a day doing backbreaking manual labour. She has no savings.
And because floods are a terrifying part of everyday life, she doesn’t
even have a safe place to call home.
When the river levels rise, Morsheda worries that it might be like the
worst time the floods hit. She remembers how desperate she was.
How she hurried to build a makeshift raft for her frightened children.
How they scrambled to safety as huge waves crashed against their
house. How she prayed the raft wouldn’t capsize as it tipped and
plunged on the swirling waters.
„My children were so scared. My sister was holding
them very tightly and we were panicking because my
neighbour‟s child was washed away.‟

Morsheda and her children live a precarious life. They know that the
floods will come again, and soon. But we can lift our neighbours like
Morsheda to safety.
Just £250 is enough for a Christian Aid Home Safety Package. It could
flood-proof Morsheda’s home, raising it eight foot on an earth plinth,
keeping her family safe at last.
It could also buy a goat, seeds and a wormery to help produce
compost, so Morsheda could keep livestock and grow crops on the
small patch of land around her home.
All of this will give her a long-term income and a solid foundation for a
new life.
Whether you host a Big Brekkie, hold a church collection or collect
house-to-house, your actions this Christian Aid Week
could change the life of our global neighbours like Morsheda.

Join us in the week we love every neighbour.
Thank you

You are invited to a

UNITED SERVICE
for Christian Aid Week

Sunday May 22nd at 6
pm
at the Roman Catholic Church
Churches Together in Tideswell
ll

Let
us
pray

WEEKLY MEETINGS
PRAYER MEETINGS
Fridays 10.30 am
in the vestry

BUSY BEES
Tuesdays 10 am to 12 noon
in the hall for 0-5’s & carers
See - Margaret Gill 872057

OPEN HOUSE
Thursdays 7.30 pm

Ben & Kirstin Twelves home
Holly House, Parke Road

LADIES FELLOWSHIP
Wednesdays 2.15 pm
in the vestry

