
FAMILY WORSHIP - 10.30 am every Sunday 

 

FAMILY COMMUNION - Monthly - see diary 

  

MINISTER:  Revd Steve Fisher - Tel: 01298 938831 

   

Church Leaders:  

  Owen Walters (Secretary) - Tel: 01298 872294 

  Margaret Brignell (Treasurer) - Tel: 01298 871893 

  Margaret Gill - Tel: 01298 872057 

  Jean Jackson - Tel: 01298  872089 

  Paul Mount - Tel: 01298 871566 

  Philip Turner - Tel: 01298 871902 

  Ben Twelves - Tel: 01298 871161 

  Jill Whitnell - Tel: 01298 872596 

   

For Pastoral care contact the Minister or any Church Leader 

 

If any member would like Home Communion  

please contact the Minister 
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March 2016 



Rotas for March 2016 

Sunday             Door Stewards                       Flowers 

 March    6  Paul Mount   Betty Skidmore 

   13  Marjorie Gregory   Val Gaffney 

   20  Margaret Brignell   Paul & Judith Mount 

   27  Service at St. John‟‟s   Service at St. John’s 

 April   3  Andrew Turner   Mal & Paul Fletcher 

     Communion      

    March      6    Philip Turner & Margaret Gill 

    April     3    Paul Mount & Jill Whitnell 

    

Sunday Morning Coffee 

     March   6  Gill Adams & Anne Hollis 

      13  Paul & Judith Mount 

      20  Iris Broomhead & Margaret Brignell 

      27  Service at St. John‟s     

     April     3   Jill Whitnell & Jean Bancroft 

      

 Ladies Fellowship Meeting Wednesdays 2.15 pm 

       March   2       Marjorie Gregory 

      9       Jill Whitnell 

    16       Kath Anderson 

    23       Alison Bennison 

    30       Audrey Buckley 

       April   6       Glynis Hughes 

  

If any of these dates are not convenient                                                                        

- please exchange with someone else on the list 

       



From the Manse 

March 2016 

 

Dear Friends, 

 ‘What is heaven like?’ It’s one of those questions ministers 

get asked from time to time – as if we’ve had some special guided 

tour as part of our training! But I have been, over the years, keen to 

move on from some of the Victorian images of cherubs sat on 

clouds with harps, or the saints with long flowing robes and wings. 

But what to put in their place? 

 Reading John 14 this Lent, it occurred to me that Jesus talked 

about ‘going to the Father’ rather than describing heaven.  A bit like 

we might say to young children, ‘we’re going to stay with Granny 

and Grandad for a while.’  We wouldn’t explain the geography or 

the type of house that their grandparents lived in, but it was enough 

for them simply to say it was their house. It is enough for us to 

realise it’s God’s house and there is a place for us (John 14 1 – 3).  

‘Granny and Grandad’s house’ would suggest to them all the things 

they knew about those two people. In the same way, heaven 

suggests to us all the things we know about God’s character. 

Heaven will be a place of love – a kind of place where we are fully 

accepted and cared for. It will be a place of new creation – instead 

of a world running out of resources and energy. It will be a place of 

justice and grace, because those are hugely part of God’s own 

character.  And if we struggle with thinking about God, Jesus said,’  

 

WEEKLY MEETINGS 

LADIES FELLOWSHIP - Wednesdays at 2.15 pm in the vestry 

BUSY BEES  - Tuesdays 10 am - 12 noon in the Hall   

for 0 - 5‟s and carers  Contact: M Gill 872057 

PRAYER MEETING - Fridays 10.30 am in the vestry 

Monday   7th   7.30 pm Lent Course “Shelter: finding security”  

Wednesday   9th   2.00 pm Leprosy Meeting - St John’s Institute 

Thursday 10th   7.00pm Leaders Meeting 

Sunday 13th 10.30 am Family Worship - Richard Williams-Menlove 

   10.30 am “Seedlings” in the hall 

Monday 14th   7.30 pm Lent Course “Water: enjoying refreshment” 

Saturday 19th    7.00 pm Peak Filling Station - Jonathan Dunning        

        - Calver Village Hall 

Sunday 20th 10.30 am Palm Sunday Worship for All - Members 

Thursday 24th   7.30 pm Maundy Thursday Service                                       

       - Fountain Square Church 

Friday 25th 10.00 am  Good Friday Service - Steve 

Sunday 27th   9.30 am Easter Day Family Communion –St.John’s 

Tuesday 29th   2.00 pm Churches Together Service                                      

        at Nicholson Court 

  April 

Sunday   3rd 10.30 am Family Communion including Baptism 

  



just look at me! –  The Father can be known and seen  living in 

Jesus (John 14: 10 – 11). 

 So Jesus could say ‘I am the way’ to the Father – and to His 

Kingdom, His house. The whole journey of Jesus to Jerusalem and 

then the events of Easter are so important because they show us 

what God is really like and therefore what heaven will be like for us. 

The love that God has, is shown through the suffering of Jesus and 

beyond, shown to be eternal as even death is overcome.  Deeper 

and more long-lasting than anything else we can find. 

 But is heaven simply ‘pie in the sky when you die’? Not a bit 

of it! In the same chapter of John’s gospel, Jesus goes on to say 

‘Peace I leave with you. My peace I give you. I do not give to you 

as the world gives,’ (v 27). ‘Peace’ here carries with it the sense of 

close fulfilled relationship, security and completeness. This 

foretaste of heaven is available now even amid the troubles of this 

transient world. We know about heaven not by reading about it in 

the Bible, but by experiencing God’s peace through Jesus today! 

So maybe we know more about heaven than we realise. Maybe as 

we prepare for Easter, we can find a foretaste of the kind of love 

and peace that characterises God and His Kingdom.  In fact there 

is no ‘maybe’! The choice is ours to follow Jesus on our journey of 

life or not.  One thing is for certain – our journey, and heaven itself, 

will not be boring! 

  Have a good month and a happy Easter, 

        Steve 

Leprosy Mission Meeting 

Wednesday March 9th at 2 pm 

St. John’s Institute 

Speaker: Mrs Pamela Levens 

who will share with us some of the encouraging 

ways in which victims of this disease can have 
their lives turned around  

Please bring your used postage stamps                
and Mission Collecting Boxes to the meeting                                                   

Diary for March 2016 

Wednesday   2nd   7.30 pm Wakes discussion meeting in the vestry     

Friday   4th   2.00 pm Women’s World Day of Prayer                        

        - St John’s Church                                

Saturday   5th 10-11.30  Coffee Morning  

Sunday   6th 10.30 am Mothering Sunday Family Communion 

          - Steve 



Congratulations to Sam & Rosie Clements           
on the birth of their son, Rory,                         
on Wednesday February 24th.                           

A brother for Penny.  
Love to all the family from Fountain 
Square Church 

The Lent Course 2016 
“Lentwise                                                        

- Spiritual Essentials for Real Life” 
based on a book by Paula Gooder 

5 weekly sessions  

7.30 pm at Fountain Square Church 

Mondays: March 7th & 14th 
As we journey through life, we face challenges                               

- both big and small.                                                                      

What spiritual essentials will help us survive life's 
storms? "Lentwise" is a  course which helps us to deal 

with the rigors of real life.    

Using fresh insights from John's gospel, it explores: 
direction, nourishment, wisdom,                                                       

refreshment and security.   

Come to as many sessions as you can! 
                                                            

Beware of these contagious diseases in church 

 Frontophobia: A morbid fear of the front seats in church. 
The sufferer is struck by an attack just inside the church 

door, and collapses in the nearest back seat.  

 Ear Frequency Destruction: Caused by sitting near the 
loudspeaker when the minister is singing full volume, off-key, 

etc., into the microphone.  

 Sermonic Throat: A dreaded choking caused by the start of 
the sermon. The sufferer unwraps a sweet very slowly and 
noisily, which seems to effect a complete cure.   

 Double Auricular Clearance: A condition due to the 
simultaneous opening of both ear ducts, which allows sound to 
enter one ear and leave the other without any absorption 

thereof. Condition is acute during Bible reading and sermon.  

 Accelerate Vocal Response: A condition which causes the 
sufferer to try to sing faster than the organ.   

 Retarded Vocal Response:  A condition which causes the 
sufferer to try to sing slower than the organ.  

 Theexits: A condition where the sufferer rushes for the 
exit before the minister gets there.  

 Church Meeting Paralysis:  This can strike suddenly, when a 
post in the church needs filling. A good dose of enthusiasm 
works wonders with this sad affliction. 

 



Women’s World Day of Prayer 
Prepared by the Christian Women of Cuba 

“Receive Children - Receive Me” 
Friday March 4th - 2 pm  

St John’s Church 
The theme  reflects Mark 10: 13-16                                                           

which is the focus of the service                                              
and is a reminder that everyone is a child of God                                                                        

and equally worthy of our love and respect. 
This is not a day of prayer just for women  
Everyone is welcome to attend the service  

A Biblical Moment 
Perhaps some of you will remember Trevor Hall who lived at Fowlowe 

House, top of Parke Road, before Peter Koyander. A number of years 

ago, he and his wife Stella went to live in Buxton.  

He served in the army in the 1939-45 war. Towards the end he was 

sent to Palestine where his experiences coloured his outlook and he 

developed an anti-Jewish outlook. He called it “The Forgotten War”. 

Trevor at the age of 89 years wrote the following - I was seriously ill 

in hospital, Neil, a male nurse, had befriended me. He brought me the 

commode, and after I had used it he washed and wiped my backside. 

“What a lousy job” I said. He laughed and said, “I love the job”. I 

learned that he was very well educated and held degrees, and 

previously had a managerial post in the city. He had come to live in 

Macclesfield and to work in the hospital for job satisfaction. I said, “I 

admire you for your principles”.  

It was only when he came up close and bent his head forward to mend 

my oxygen mask that I was able to see that he wore a Jewish scullcap. 

I told him that after the second world war ended, the army posted us 

to Palestine. We lost eight hundred, fighting the Jewish terrorists. 

Neil replied, “we called them freedom fighters”, which gave me food 

for thought. How many Jews did we kill? I wondered. During the war in 

Europe, freedom fighters were our allies. Whilst I shall always 

remember my fallen comrades, my seventy years of bittereness 

towards the Jews had vanished as if washed away. “I have had a 

Biblical moment”, I said the Neil. “I know what you mean”, he replied. 

 

Pray for the Holy Week and Easter services that we may 

experience and be renewed through our Lord‟s passion and 

the joy of Easter Day. Give thanks that even in death and 

despair God fulfils his promise: Good Friday is followed by 

Easter Day. 

Continue to pray for the “Living Stones” project, for those seeking grants 

that they will be guided in the right direction. Give thanks for grants 

already received. 

Pray for “Seedlings” and “Busy Bees” that the seeds sown will produce 

much fruit. Pray for those who lead these groups that they will be inspired, 

encouraged and receive rich blessings in their endeavours. 

Pray for those who are unwell at this time, the bereaved, the lonely, the 

depressed and others as they become known to you. 



A woman was flying from Melbourne to Brisbane. 
Unexpectedly, the plane was diverted to Sydney. 

The flight attendant explained that there 

would be a delay, and if the passengers 

wanted to get off the aircraft the plane 

would re-board in 50 minutes.. 

Everybody got off the plane except one 

lady who was blind. A man had noticed her 

as he walked by and could tell the lady was blind because her seeing 

eye dog lay quietly underneath the seats in front of her throughout 

the entire flight. He could also tell she had flown this very flight 

before because the pilot approached her, and calling her by name, 

said, 'Kathy, we are in Sydney for almost an hour. Would you like to 

get off and stretch your legs?' 

The blind lady replied, 'No thanks, but maybe Max would like to 

stretch his legs.' 

All the people in the gate area came to a complete standstill when 

they looked up and saw the pilot walk off the plane with a seeing eye 

dog! The pilot was even wearing sunglasses. 

People scattered. 

They not only tried to change planes, but they were trying to change 

airlines! 

True story...have a great day and remember... 

Things aren't always as they appear!. 

‘Living Stones’ coming to life! 

Good news has finally happened for Fountain Square Church‟s re-

building. The Methodist Connexion have granted us £150,000 to-

wards the project! This makes a lot of difference in closing the gap 

between what we have and what we need financially, and also indi-

cates to other charities that this project has national support. So the 

fundraising committee are hard at work currently talking with other 

funders willing to support us as we seek to serve the community 

around us. 

This what the CGC had to say: 

„The Connexional Grants Committee (CGC) have been encouraged 

by the quantity of initiatives for ministry and mission, and had to 

look at these in the light of making best use of the resources availa-

ble in supporting work across the connexion. I am pleased to inform 

you that their decision was to award you a grant to this project, to 

the value of £150,000. The committee recognised the project 

showed promise and an example of ecumenical development and 

was keen to support such an initiative.‟ 

They went on to set out some conditions for the grant – designed to 

help us put it to the best use. One of these was for closer working 

with Cliff College, the Methodist training college on our doorstep. 

This will be an exciting and fruitful opportunity which will help us 

with putting into practice some of the initiatives we have in mind 

once the buildings are completed. 



 
 
 
 
 

Saturday 
March 5th 

10 to 11.30 am 
in the hall 

Cakes - Books - Bric-a-Brac etc 

Please bring your gifts for the stalls 
Come along and help! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday March 6th 
10.30 am 
led by the 

Revd Steve Fisher 

Well, I’m appalled, shocked, horrified at what human beings will 

do to each other, even, in some cases, in the Name of God. I am 

also gratified and reassured that in the midst of that carnage 

there are ordinary men and women showing compassion and 

care for those who suffer. That’s why the weasel word ‘some’ 

won’t do. The least any of us should be is ‘disturbed’.                            

         David Winter 

In the meantime – we need to keep going with fundraising amongst 

ourselves. We thoroughly enjoyed our Burns Night together last 

month, raising over £600 for the building fund, and we are exploring 

further ideas. So, if you are spring cleaning, see if there are some 

old unwanted antiques in your attic, or creative ways you could 

make money for „Living Stones‟ – they will soon be coming to life 

before our very eyes!        Steve Fisher 



More popular than Jesus? 

On 4th March 1966 John Lennon claimed in an 

interview in the London Evening Standard that the 

Beatles were now ‘more popular than Jesus’. His remark caused a 

mild stir in Britain and a few tut-tuts from Church leaders, but in 

the States it caused an absolute furore. There, many radio stations 

banned Beatles music, and there were public bonfires of their 

records and memorabilia. In due course the fury subsided, and the 

Beatles eventually became the most successful of all British bands in 

the USA. 

In truth, the word ‘popular’ takes some of the sting out of his 

remark. ‘Popular’ doesn’t mean more important, more influential 

or more praiseworthy. It simply means what it says. People liked 

them. After all, chocolate is more ‘popular’ than water and going 

on holiday than going to work. I doubt if Lennon meant in his 

rather silly remark that the Beatles’ fame would last for two 

thousand years. ‘Popular’ has no staying power – it comes, and it 

goes.  

Telling people to change their ways, to love their enemies and do 

good to those who hate them is never going to be ‘popular’. It has, 

however, changed history, brought down empires and transformed 

the lives of billions of people. Jesus may not be ‘popular’, but the 

impact of his brief life certainly has staying power!       David Winter 

The Way I See It: ANYBODY NOT DISTURBED? 

We are all used to it. The TV newsreader pauses from her task to 

warn us that a filmed report we are about to see ‘contains scenes 

which some viewers may find disturbing’. We then go, by way of 

the cameras, to Syria or Kenya or the streets of Paris. Before our 

eyes are scenes of appalling horror. There are dead bodies, 

some of children. There is blood. There are people who have lost 

limbs. We are viewing carnage. 

Let’s go back to that helpful warning. ‘Some viewers may find 

this disturbing.’ Some viewers? For the moment, let’s forget the 

vast majority, who are simply sitting in front of their television 

sets appalled at what they are seeing. ‘Some’ implies that there 

are other people who are watching all this and not finding it 

‘disturbing’. Is it really possible that years of watching violence - 

actual or dramatised – has so inured ‘some people’ to actual 

human suffering that it no longer ‘disturbs’ them? 

There are two possibilities here. Either we are creating a sub-

class of viewers who are not ‘disturbed’ by real, actual, right-

now-at-this-moment human suffering, or those who bring us news 

of it are fully aware that we are, all of us, appalled by it but 

prefer to suggest that it is only the super-sensitive who are 

‘disturbed’ by it. 
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Sunday March 27th 9.30 am 
United at St. John’s Church 

Come along & celebrate! 

Churches Together in Tideswell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

March 24th at 7.30 pm 
Fountain Square Church 

led by the                                               
Revd Steve Fisher 

March 25th 
 

 

 

led by the 
Revd Steve Fisher 

Service followed by                                                
Coffee/Tea & Hot Cross Buns 

 



Or "Ice Cream Is Sometimes Good For The Soul" 

Last week I took my children to a restaurant. My six-year-old son 
asked if he could say grace. As we bowed our heads he said, "God is 
good, God is great. Thank you for the food, and I would thank you even 
more if Mom gets us Ice Cream for dessert. And liberty and justice 
for all! Amen!" 

Along with the laughter from the other customers nearby, I heard a 
woman remark, "That's what's wrong with this country. Kids today 
don't even know how to pray. Asking God for Ice Cream! Why, I 
never!" 

Hearing this, my son burst into tears and asked me, "Did I do it 
wrong? Is God mad at me?" 

As I held him and assured him that he had done a terrific job and God 
was certainly not mad at him, an elderly gentleman approached the 
table. He winked at my son and said, "I happen to know that God 
thought that was a great prayer." 

"Really?" my son asked. 

"Cross my heart." Then in theatrical whisper he added (indicating the 
woman whose remark had started this whole thing), "too bad she never 
asks God for Ice Cream. A little Ice Cream is good for the soul 
sometimes." 

Naturally, I bought my kid Ice Cream at the end of the meal. My son 
stared at his for a moment and then did something I will remember 
the rest of my life. He picked up his Sundae and without a word 
walked over and placed it in front of the woman. With a big smile he 
told her, "Here, this is for you. Ice Cream is good for the soul 
sometimes and my soul is good already!" 

LADIES FELLOWSHIP 
Wednesdays 2.15 pm 

in the vestry 

OPEN HOUSE 
Thursdays 7.30 pm  

Ben & Kirstin Twelves home 
Holly House, Parke Road 

BUSY BEES 
Tuesdays 10 am to 12 noon 
in the hall for 0-5’s & carers 
See - Margaret Gill 872057  

PRAYER MEETINGS 
Fridays 10.30 am 

in the vestry 

WEEKLY MEETINGS 

OPEN HOUSE  Thursdays 7.30 pm                                                                           

at Ben & Kirstin Twelves, Holly House, Parke Road 

Let 
us 

pray 


