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FAMILY COMMUNION - Monthly - see diary 
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          Ben Twelves (Secretary) - Tel: 01298 871161 
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Rotas for June 2017 

          Ladies Fellowship Meeting Wednesdays 2.15 pm 

            June    7      Jill Whitnell 

    14 Kath Anderson 

    21 Alison Bennison 

    28 Audrey Buckley 

     July   5 Glynis Hughes 

 If any of these dates are not convenient                                                                        

- please exchange with someone else on the list 

       

BUSY BEES   

Tuesdays 10 am - 12 noon meeting at St John’s Institute                

Any queries please contact Margaret Gill - 0l298 872057 

‘SEEDLINGS’ &  ‘GROUNDBREAKERS’ 

2nd & 4th Sunday in the month at 10.30 am   

For venue please contact Ben Twelves - 01298 871161  

LADIES FELLOWSHIP  

Wednesdays at 2.15 pm meeting at St John’s Institute 

PRAYER MEETING  

Fridays 10.30 am                                                                                           

For venue please contact Jean Jackson - 01298 872089 



From the Manse 

June 2017 

Dear Friends, 

 June is always a busy month for Tideswell as we celebrate 

Wakes week and welcome visitors from all across the world. This 

year, of course, we will not be serving refreshments or running an 

exhibition as Fountain Square Church will be closed in preparation 

for the major building works in our ‘Living Stones’ project. And it will 

seem strange! But we shall join in with St. John’s and I’m sure the 

experience will be rewarding in itself. We are grateful to them for 

accommodating some of our weekly activities and on some 

Sundays too. Our period of ‘homelessness’, while something of a 

strange time, is also an opportunity for building closer ties between 

our churches, which can only be a good thing. 

 We will experience too, the frustration of waiting for the actual 

start of work to happen.  Waiting is something we’re not good at in 

our fast-moving society. We want action! It is worth noting a 

particular time when Jesus’ disciples shared the same experience. 

After Easter, the disciples eagerly expected Jesus to set up His 

throne in Jerusalem and restore Israel to its glorious freedom. 

‘Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?’, 

they asked (Acts 1: 6). The answer however was to wait in 

Jerusalem until they received the power of the Holy Spirit at 

Pentecost (which we celebrate on June 4th!).  

 

Diary for June 2017 

Sunday   4th 10 30 am Pentecost Family Communion                                   

     at the Roman  Catholic Church   

     Servers: Ben Twelves & Margaret Brignell 

Thursday   8th   7.00 pm Leaders Meeting - Howard House, Buxton Rd 

Saturday 10th    ?   ?  Working party at Fountain Square Church 

Sunday 11th   9.30 am United Service at St John’s Church 

     6.00 pm BBC Recording at St John’s Church 

Saturday 17th   3.00 pm Blessing of the Wells - Fountain Square 

     7.00 pm Peak Filling Station - Speaker: Brian Streeter 

     at Calver Village Hall 

Sunday 18th   9.30 am United Wakes Service at St John’s Church 

     6.00 pm “Songs of Praise” with Tideswell Band                          

     at St John’s Church 

Sunday 25th   2.00 pm United Open Air Wakes Service                                

     outside St John’s Church (if wet inside) 

Tuesday 27th   2.00 pm United Service at Nicholson Court 

  July 

Sunday  2nd 10.30 am Family Communion - R. Catholic Church 

     Servers:  Philip Turner & Margaret Gill 

 



 The other thing about this story was that they expected Jesus 

to do something, not them.  But Jesus was clear that they were the 

ones who, in the power of the Spirit, were to bring about God’s 

kingdom, and the book of the Acts of the Apostles clearly shows us 

how this happened.  It was a wonderful partnership of course 

between God and humankind which saw the barriers and prejudices 

overcome as the good news spread across the Mediterranean. We 

can still expect someone else or something else to bring about 

God’s Kingdom. A new building, for example…. Of course it will 

make a huge difference, but we are the ‘Living Stones’ in 

partnership with God and the building to grow Gods’ Kingdom in 

Tideswell. It’s down to us as well as to the building contractors and 

architects to see those Living Stones in action, but we have the 

power of God’s Spirit to help us. 

 While the work goes forward, we will continue to need funds. 

There will be all kinds of ‘extras’ that we will need to equip the 

church, from all the kitchenware to new chairs, notice boards and 

sound systems, and these will cost money over and above the final 

figures for the contract. Hopefully though by this time next month, 

we will know exactly how much the final contract will cost and be 

able to budget for the rest. So in the meantime, keep praying and 

donating, both will make a huge difference! 

    With love, 

      Steve 

aren’t ‘cruel’ or ‘evil’ of themselves. People are. Just laws and 

effective  security will help to restrain evil actions, but in the end 

you change the world by changing people.  

Those last few hours on Good Friday show it taking place. The 

soldiers who drove in those nails were forgiven. Their officer 

recognised in the man on the cross a ‘son of God’, and the 

penitent thief found paradise. The agent of it all was a dying 

man, the one we call ‘Saviour’. It still is.          David Winter 

A preacher was completing                  

a temperance sermon.  

With great expression he said, “If I had all the beer 

in the world, I’d take it and throw it in the river!” The 

congregation nodded their approval.  

With even greater emphasis he added, “And if I had 

all the wine in the world, I’d take it and throw it into 

the river, too!”  The people clapped and were saying “Amen.”  

And then finally, he concluded, “And if I had all the whisky in the 

world, I’d take it and throw it into the river!” 

As he sat down, the song leader then stood up quite cautiously and 

announced, “For our closing song, let us sing Hymn No 365: “Shall We 

Gather at the River”! 



From the Leadership Team meeting                  

(May 11th 2017) 

1.   Living Stones Project 

Future venues  We discussed future times and venues for our Sunday 

services and weekday activities (see elsewhere in the magazine). We are 

very grateful to St. John’s and to the Catholic Church for their willingness 

to help. 

Moving things into storage. We have rented space at Beltonville Farm 

where we can store larger items and we will also have the upstairs rooms 

in Wesley Villa.  We have set a date of Saturday 10th June for a working 

party.  We will also be sorting out the ‘front garden’ area.  

Pews   There will be pews for sale! Some already have two ends and the 

others can be made up (by a friend of Anthony Gill’s) into appropriate 

lengths. If you would like one for your home or garden please register your 

interest with Anthony who will also be able to tell you the rough cost. 

The building plans. A lot of work has gone into the details of these over 

the last few weeks and by the time you read this, everything will have been 

finalised and we will await the final tenders from the contractors. We now 

know pretty much the details of the new areas as well as the renovations 

to the existing footprint – please ask if you want to know more.  

 Jill Whitnell is ‘in charge’ of sorting out the kitchen fittings (which will take 

place after the contractors have finished) and Ben Twelves of the audio-

visual equipment. Malcolm will aid us in our search for the right musical 

instrument for the church.  

Timescale. At the time of writing, there should be no reason why the 

project cannot start after Wakes Week, but there could still be hidden 

delays.  

 THE WAY I SEE IT:  

   Objects are not cruel; people are 

Once upon a time a terrorist needed a gun or, preferably, a 

bomb. We were constantly urged to keep our eyes open for 

people acting ‘suspiciously’ or carrying suspicious-looking 

things. Now, it seems, that era has given way to an even more 

sinister one. This year’s chosen terrorist weapon is a motor 

vehicle.  

The people walking across Westminster Bridge on that March 

afternoon could not possibly know which of the ordinary cars or 

lorries rolling past them was ‘suspicious’. There were no 

sensible precautions they could have taken. And then, from 

nowhere, it seems, they were the victims of a major terrorist 

attack. A week or two later much the same thing happened in 

Stockholm, as it had done in Nice a few months earlier. Suddenly 

the motor-car, which stands innocently outside almost every 

house in Britain, and the lorry which brings food to our 

supermarket, have turned into vicious weapons of assault. 

I thought of this over Holy Week this year, when several of our 

hymns speak of the ‘cruel nails’ which pinned Jesus to the cross, 

or the ‘cruel tree’ on which he died. But of course the nails 

weren’t cruel – just ordinary ones, that could have been mending 

someone’s fence. The ‘tree’ was totally innocent, cut down from a 

nearby forest where it had offered shade and comfort. Objects 



2.  Other business 

The treasurer reported that we had raised £157. 81 for Water Aid from the 

jar collections.  We will plan a Gift Day later in the year as our ordinary 

revenues will be considerably affected by loss of income from Wakes 

week and Wesley Villa rentals.  

Malcolm Bennison is to take on some of Ben’s role as secretary as Ben 

will have ‘paternity leave’ from the role! 

A joint meeting of leaders of FSC and St. John’s is planned for Saturday 

May 20th. We will spend some time looking at how we see the future of our 

relationship and asking what God might want for us.  

Karen Perry, our Youth and Children’s Development worker has made a 

great start with Busy Bees , Seedlings and Groundbreakers (the next group up 

from Seedlings!) 

From the Treasurer……. 

As you will all be aware by now, during the next 

few months we will be sharing some services 

with our friends at St. John's Church. 

If you usually use the envelope scheme please 

continue to do so.  If you usually give loose cash and I haven't 

already given you some envelopes, please ask me for some so that 

offerings intended for Fountain Square Church can be separated 

from those intended for St. John's at the end of the services.  I will 

bring a few spare envelopes to each service in case anyone 

forgets.   If we join in any services elsewhere the same will apply. 

Margaret Brignell 

Egypt church bomb attacks 

Release International has deplored the latest attacks 

against Egypt’s Coptic Christians, the oldest 

surviving Christian community in the Middle East. 

Two bomb attacks targeted Palm Sunday 

worshippers, ahead of Easter, killing at least 44 people. 

Release is calling for increased security to safeguard the largest, 

oldest remaining Christian community in the region. It has 

commended Copts for their courage in standing fast in the face of 

the militants’ threat. The head of the Coptic Church was present at 

one of the churches targeted, but escaped uninjured. 

Release is also urging Christians worldwide to stand with Egypt’s 

Coptic believers in prayer. At least 44 people died when bombs 

were detonated in two morning services – one at a church in Tanta 

in the Nile Delta region and one at a cathedral in Alexandria. Both 

were timed to go off during church services and cause maximum 

loss of life. 

The first bomb went off inside St George's Church in Tanta, about 

60 miles north of Cairo. The explosion, near the altar, left at least 27 

people dead and more than 70 injured. That church was targeted by 



High Peak Foodbank Update 

A big thank you                                                                    

to everyone who supports the foodbank.  

Items for emergency food parcels                   

particularly needed this month are                                                          

UHT milk, tinned meat, tinned pies, hot chocolate, coffee,                    

vacuum packed beetroot, deodorant.  

Whilst the Fountain Square church buildings are closed,                      

donated items can be left either at the library                                                       

or at the back of St John's church. 

The Buxton Superkitchen opened on 5th May                                          

at the United Reformed Church on Hardwick Square East,                    

serving meals from 5.30 to 7pm.                                                         

The Superkitchen movement is a recent social phenomenon 

created to encourage people to connect through social eating                         

and to use up perfectly edible but surplus food from Fareshare,           

a national charity, and also local supermarkets                                                  

to produce healthy wholesome meals.  

The aim initially is to run the Buxton Superkitchen once a month. 

Barbara Ryder 

Dear All,  

A quick note to let you know that the                     

BBC Songs of Praise team                                                 

has asked us if we'll host them                                                                

for a hymn recording session at St. John's at short notice:                                                                               

Sunday June 11th at 6pm for three hours.                                                              

I gather that one of the items is earmarked for a programme 

based on Chatsworth RHS Show, others for use in other 

programmes. I said yes. Their organiser Judith Sharpe will be 

contacting local choirs, other churches etc forthwith to invite 

their participation in the recording.                                                                      

We can all help spread the news locally as we're able.  

    Yours,       

     Simon (Vicar at St John’s) 

 A Quote:   We have to pray with our eyes on God 

and not the difficulties.    Oswald Chambers 

Lesson in Lying 
A minister told his congregation,                                                                              

"Next week I plan to preach about the sin of lying.                                               

To help you understand my sermon,  I want you all to read Mark 17." 

The following Sunday, as he prepared to deliver his sermon,                              

the minister asked for a show of hands. He wanted to know how many 

had read Mark 17. Every hand went up.                                                                

The minister smiled and said, "Mark has only 16 chapters.                                       

I will now proceed with my sermon on the sin of lying." 

BBC 



Presence Prayer 

Heavenly Father, parting from our loved ones is difficult.                                            

We long to be together, but sometimes it isn’t possible                                              

and we don’t always understand.                                                                                     

The disciples must have wanted Jesus to stay with them,                                       

after the joy of the resurrection and those wonderful reunions.                              

And yet you knew that it was better for them - and for us - that Jesus 

returned to them so that He could send His Spirit to live in us,                                                                

to comfort and strengthen us and to work through us.                                    

Thank you that even though human parting is inevitable,                               

because of Jesus eternal life is freely offered to those who trust in Him. 

And while we are here on earth                                                                                              

you promise  never to leave us or forsake us.                                                            

Thank you, Father, for your love - and your bigger picture!                                   

In Jesus name. Amen.                             by Daphne Kitching 

A prayer for our church over the next few months.                                                 

“Let Your power work in us making us more like Jesus,  

and move upon us releasing Your gifts                                                  

so we may serve you more effectively                                        

as we  worship in different locations”.  

Give thanks for the work of the Welldressing Committee and the Wakes 

Committee, pray that the festivities will bring joy to friends and visitors 

alike. Pray for our witness at the various services taking place during 

Wakes Week that they will speak to all of your love for each one of us. 

Pray for the General Election and especially for the newly elected 

government. That they will show wisdom, character and integrity, serving 

and leading in a godly way. 

The Spirit’s Purpose: 

The disciples ‘began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled 

them.’ (4). The Spirit empowered them to witness to all that God had 

done in their lives. As a result, all the different people were able to ‘hear 

them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!’ (11). Each one 

of us has a story to tell of what God means to us and it is the Spirit who 

translates this into the words people can understand as their own ‘native 

language’ (8)! At Pentecost, 3000 people were added to the church in one 

day! What are our expectations of what the Spirit can do today? 

‘Before Pentecost the disciples found it hard to do easy things; after 

Pentecost they found it easy to do hard things.’ (A J Gordon) 

Paul Hardingham  

STOP PRESS from Steve:                                                                                 
On Monday  22nd May                                                                    

Christian Aid Week collection                                           
was up to £2610,                                                 

£300 more than last year.  

Look out for the final total!                                            
People remain generous in response to real need.  



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Sun- day 
June 4th 10.30 am 

Fountain Square Church 
meeting at the                                         

Roman Catholic Church 
 

Acts for everyone 
‘Before Christ sent the Church into the world, He sent the Spirit into the 

Church. The same order must be observed today.’ (John Stott). The event 

of Pentecost (Acts 2:1-13) sent the Church out into the world and its 

ripples are still being felt today. How can we experience the full impact of 

Pentecost in our own lives and churches? 

The Spirit as Promise: 

‘When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one 

place.’ (1). The disciples were following Jesus’ instructions to wait 10 

days, ‘Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father 

promised’ (1:4). We, too, are unable to control God’s Spirit, but we can 

trust His plans for our lives. Like the surfer waiting to catch the wave, 

timing is everything if we want to be used by Him. 

The Spirit of Power: 

‘All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit’ (4). Just as we are dependent 

on electric power in our homes, we need the Spirit to empower our lives. 

He produces the fruit of the Spirit in us, so that we can display the 

character of Jesus. He also gives us gifts, with which we are enabled to 

act and speak for Him. All Christians have the Holy Spirit, but not all 

Christians are filled with the Spirit! Paul encourages us to ‘be (or go on 

being) filled with the Holy Spirit’ (Ephesians 5:18). We are essentially 

filled with the love of God, in order to be emptied among the people, 

where God wants to use us to express His love. 

 

Sat-
urday June 17th at 3 pm 

Churches Together in Tideswell 



                       Ni- cholson Court 
Lounge 

Come and join us on 
Tuesday June 27th at 2 pm 

You will be very welcome! 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

with 
 

 

Sun- day 
June 

18th - 6 pm 
St John’s Church 

Churches Together in Tideswell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday June 25th - 2 pm 
outside St John’s Church 

(inside if wet!) 

 

United Wakes Service 
Sunday June 18th 

9.30 am 
St John’s Church 

 



LADIES FELLOWSHIP 
Wednesdays 2.15 pm 

in the vestry 

OPEN HOUSE 
Thursdays 7.30 pm  

Ben & Kirstin Twelves home 
Holly House, Parke Road 

BUSY BEES 
Tuesdays 10 am to 12 noon 
in the hall for 0-5’s & carers 
See - Margaret Gill 872057  

PRAYER MEETINGS 
Fridays 10.30 am 

in the vestry 

WEEKLY MEETINGS 

 

Let 
us 

pray 


