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Rotas for March 2017
Sunday
Mar

April

Door Stewards

Flowers

5

Marjorie Gregory

Paul & Mal Fletcher

12

Margaret Brignell

Margaret Brignell

19

Andrew Turner

Jean Jackson

26

Jill Whitnell

The Turner Family

2

Judith Mount

Kath Anderson & Glynis Hughes

Communion
Mar.

5

Philip Turner & Margaret Gill

April

2

Paul Mount & Jill Whitnell

Sunday Morning Coffee
Mar

5

Iris Broomhead & Margaret Brignell

12

Jill Whitnell & Jean Bancroft

19

Alison & Malcolm Bennison

26

Jean Jackson & Marjorie Gregory

April 2

Val Gaffney & Andrew Turner

Ladies Fellowship Meeting Wednesdays 2.15 pm
Mar

April

1

Alison Bennison

8

Audrey Buckley

15

Glynis Hughes

22

Marjorie Gregory

29

Jill Whitnell

5

Kath Anderson

If any of these dates are not convenient
- please exchange with someone else on the list

Wednesday

8th

7.30 pm

Lent Meeting - Art with Fiona 1

Thursday

9th

7.00 pm

Leaders Meeting

Sunday

12th 10 30 am

Wednesday 15th
Sunday

7.30 pm

19th 10.30 am

Wednesday 22nd

Saturday

25th

Sunday

Family Worship - Dr Ray Briddon

March 2017
Dear Friends,

Lent Meeting - Art with Fiona 2

It seems at first glance that, in the yearly calendar set out by

Worship for All - Steve

the Church, we spend longer preparing for events than actually

2.00 pm

Leprosy Meeting - Fountain Square Church

celebrating them! Advent is 4 weeks, whereas Christmas is 12 days

7.30 pm

Lent Meeting - Writing with Suzanne 1

(if you’re lucky!); and Lent is 40 days, whereas Easter is just one

7.00 pm

Peak Filling Station - Dorothy Bates

weekend. Perhaps I shouldn’t be surprised, given the length of time

- Calver Village Hall

we are having ‘preparing’ for our Living Stones project (7 years and

26th 10.30 am

Mothering Sunday Family Worship
- Charles Jolly

Tuesday

From the Manse

28th

2.00 pm

United Service at Nicholson Court

Wednesday 29th

7.30 pm

Lent Meeting - Writing with Suzanne - 2

April

counting). But, of course, the celebration of Christmas and Easter
maybe short, but their impact is eternal! When the whole landscape
has been changed by God’s love shown in Jesus, a month or two is
but a short time to prepare for it.
Though Lent is traditionally seen as a time of repentant
contemplation (in parallel to Jesus’ 40 days in the desert), there are

Saturday

1st 9-11.30am Car Boot Sale

many ways we can use this time to understand more of ourselves

Sunday

2nd 10.30 am

Family Communion - Steve

and of God’s amazing plan for human redemption. Human nature

Wednesday

5th

Lent Meeting - Music with Steve 1

has the capacity both to be astonishingly creative and caring or to

7.30 pm

be uniquely brutal and selfish. But we prefer to label individuals as
one or the other to some degree, rather than admit that we can all
be both. To understand human nature is to see that we are all
‘SEEDLINGS’- 2nd & 4th Sunday in the month at 10.30 am
for 0-4 years

capable of much good and evil. To understand God is to see that

BUSY BEES - Tuesdays 10 am - 12 noon in the Hall
for 0 - 5’s and carers Contact: M Gill 872057

powerful enough to rescue us from the folly of ‘the dark side’ and

LADIES FELLOWSHIP - Wednesdays at 2.15 pm in the vestry
PRAYER MEETING - Fridays 10.30 am in the vestry

He loves us at both ends of the spectrum, but also that His love is
enable us to be more loving and creative. And we only recognise
the

the cost of that love as we truly consider the depths to which

place orders to fund The Meaningful Chocolate Company so they

humanity sinks when it is rejected.

could make The Real Easter Egg.

This Lent in Tideswell, we are actively reflecting on our
creative side. I hope that the workshops on offer will enable us to

David Marshall, creator of the Real Easter Egg, said; “With the
support of churches more than one million eggs have been sold with

express our faith through art, writing and music and in ways which

750,000 of these sent through the post directly to churches and

will enrich our Easter celebrations. You really don’t need to be

schools. The rest have been sold through independent retailers and

hugely talented to take part! The sessions I am leading will look at

supermarkets.

(and listen to) some of the different music with which we prepare for
and celebrate Easter, with the hope that we can together compose
a hymn which can be sung in our Easter services. There will be end
products to the other workshops too, so I hope you will plan to
come and join in. It’s the kind of thing to which you can invite your
friends also: if we don’t need ‘previous experience or expertise in

“The success of The Real Easter Egg has meant that the production of
Fairtrade chocolate has moved to the UK. Over £250,000 has been
raised from sales for charitable causes. Due to production restrictions,
this year we have slightly fewer eggs available so we recommend
people order as early as possible."

art, writing or music’, neither do we need previous experience or

The whole range can be ordered online at www.realeasteregg.co.uk

expertise in churches to come to these!

(with free delivery) or from Traidcraft, Eden.co.uk, TLM trading.com,
Embrace the Middle East. Christian bookshops and some cathedrals

I hope you have a good month. I have come to see also,
since living in the Peak, that March is part of the long preparation
for Spring when we continue to reflect on and experience the

also have stocks. You can also buy the blue Original egg from Tesco,
Waitrose and Morrisons.

Diary for March 2017

effects of winter but get ready to celebrate and appreciate Spring
when it finally comes. No wonder our poets and writers held it in

Wednesday 1st

7.30 pm

such store as they emerged from their freezing cottages to the
warmth and green of an English Spring! May all our waiting and

Churches Together at Fountain Square
Friday

3rd

2.00 pm

preparing overflow in glorious celebration, not least of God’s
brilliant creation!

With love,
Steve

Ash Wednesday Communion

Women’s World Day of Prayer
Fountain Square Church

Saturday

4th 10-11.30am Coffee Morning in the hall

Sunday

5th 10.30 am

Family Communion - Steve

in aid of our
“Living Stones” project
Saturday April 1st
9am to 11.30 am
Bishop Pursglove School Car
Park

If you can help in any way please contact:
Jean Jackson Tel: 01298 872089

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent
when, in many traditions, Christians begin a time
of reflection and repentance in the 40 days
before Easter. In earlier times this was
accompanied by fasting – hence Shrove Tuesday
on the day before, when the remaining flour was used up
to make pancakes.
In Tideswell, Churches Together hold a Communion Service
to help us prepare for this season in our spiritual journey.

2017 Faith Easter Egg launched

This year it will be at Fountain Square Church

The new look Real Easter Egg 2017 range has been

Wednesday March 1st at 7.30 pm

launched, and churches are being asked to

As part of the service, last year’s palm crosses are burnt to provide ashes
– the traditional sign of repentance – and each communicant is ‘ashed’

encourage people to support this unique way of
sharing the story of Easter.
This year a 24 page Easter story-activity book,
illustrated by Alida Massari, is included in the Original, Egg Hunt and
Dark eggs. The Special Edition has an Easter traditions booklet inside.
The Sharing box, with 30 eggs, comes with 30 colour-in posters.
Out of the 80 million Easter eggs sold in this part of the world every
year, The Real Easter Egg is the only one which has a copy of the
Easter story in the box, is made of Fairtrade chocolate and makes a
donation to charity from sales.

with a sign of the cross on the forehead.
So don’t be surprised when you come forward for communion!
Everyone is welcome.

Living Stones

Steve

There is not a lot more to report this month in terms of

seeing change, but under the surface a good deal is happening to prepare
the building plans in complete detail for the final tenders and to ensure
various regulations are being met. Our architects are busy! The
Methodist District Property committee is also meeting at Tideswell later
this month to give their final go ahead to the project. Meanwhile, we

The Real Easter Egg was launched in 2010 but the supermarkets

continue to plan storage space for things we wish to keep from the old

turned down the idea. It was left to churches and church schools to
place

into the new, and disposal plans for the things we don’t! we will keep
you all informed of developments.

Prayers for Lent
 Lord, as we enter Lent help us to draw near to you in

Couch potatoes are expensive -

The couch-potato

lifestyle of many Britons is costing the state more than £20 billion

praise, stripping away all that distracts us from worship.

a year, and has become a “national embarrassment”.

Amen

Such is the recent warning of health campaigners such as

 As Jesus resisted temptation by the devil in the wilderness, help us

Baroness Tanni Grey-Thompson, a former Paralympian. A recent

reflect on his faithfulness to God, his rejection of worldly values and hold

survey found that even walking levels have fallen by more than a

these thoughts in our hearts throughout Lent and beyond. Amen

third in three decades, with the average person now walking less

 Jesus, you prayed and fasted. As your disciple teach me about spiritual

than 10 minutes a day.

discipline in my relationship with you. Amen

 Lord may Lent be a time of inward searching that makes me more able
to look with compassion at the needs of the world. Amen

 Thank you Lord for desert experiences, when being confronted with
myself makes me realise my need of you. Amen

 Lord, you've guided us through the difficult days of Lent, encouraging us
along the way. We pray as we move towards the
darkest day, that you'll not forsake us but remind us
of our Saviour's ultimate gift and promise of new,
abundant, eternal life for all who believe and trust in
him, your precious son, Jesus. Amen

A little girl, saying her prayers one night,
was heard to finish with the remark,
“Please God, take care of yourself,
because if owt happens to you we’re sunk.”

which was cancelled
due to a family bereavement
will now take place on

Wednesday March 22nd
2 pm
at Fountain Square Church
Speaker: Mrs Pam Levens
who will share with us some of the encouraging
ways in which victims of this disease
can have their lives turned around
Please bring your used postage stamps
& Mission Collecting boxes to this meeting

Christian Aid appeals for good ‘neighbours’….
As Christians around the world mark Lent, Christian Aid is asking
the British public to support people seeking a safe place to call
home.
Based on the hymn ‘When I Needed A Neighbour, Were You
There’, Christian Aid is asking its supporters to follow Christian
Aid’s Lent calendar, and reflect each day on the good things in
their lives, thinking about daily opportunities to give, act and
pray for communities around the world, and helping them to find
a safe place to call home.
This Lent, Christian Aid is working with local partners in South

at

Sudan, to provide much-needed food, safe water to drink and
sanitation facilities to desperate communities. The charity says
that £15 can provide fishing gear for a family; £8.50 could
provide two cooking pots so they can eat a hot meal; and £3
could pay for two plastic jerry cans so they can store safe
drinking water.

Nicholson
Court Lounge
Come and join us on

Tuesday March 28th at 2 pm
You will be very welcome!

Fountain Square Church
Saturday March 4th
10 - 11.30 am
in the Hall
Cakes - Books - Bric-a-Brac etc.
Please bring your gifts for the stalls
Your help will be greatly appreciated

Mirror, Mirror on the Wall

There is an old Jewish saying:

– how do you see yourself this Lent?

God could not be everywhere, and therefore He made mothers.

Somebody asked a Christian friend why he was eating

Mother Church, Mother Earth, Mother of the Gods - our human mothers

doughnuts, when he had given them up for Lent! He

- all of them have been part of the celebration of ‘Mothering Sunday’ - as

answered, ‘At the bakers I told God, that if He wanted me to buy

the fourth Sunday in Lent is affectionately known. It has been celebrated

doughnuts, He should provide a parking space in front. On the eighth

in the UK since at least the 16th century.

time around, there it was!’ Rather than seeing Lent simply as a time to
give things up, let’s use it intentionally for self-examination, reading
Scripture, penitence, fasting and prayer.

In recent years the holiday has changed and in many ways now resembles
the American Mothers’ Day, with families going out to Sunday lunch and
generally making a fuss of their mother on the day.

At Jesus’ baptism, God’s voice says, ‘You are my Son, whom I love; with
you I am well pleased.’ (Luke 3:22). The Holy Spirit then leads Jesus into

Prayer for Family Love

the wilderness, where we find Him coming to terms with who He is.

Dear Heavenly Father, we thank you for your love for us and that we are

Satan’s temptations challenge Jesus in three key areas of His identity:

adopted into your family.

social action, political power, and religious identity (Luke 4: 1-13). It is as
though Jesus looked into the mirror at Himself to discern what kind of
Saviour He would be.

Thank you for Mary and her willingness to serve you
as the mother of your Son.
Lord, it must have been so hard to see the suffering of her boy on that cross,

We can also think of Lent as an opportunity to hold a mirror up to

however grown up He may have been and however much she knew He was

ourselves and ask the question, ‘who am I? It is a season of honest

yours as well. He was her baby! Please help those of us with children always

encounter with who we are, what we’ve done, and the world in which

to lift them to you in prayer whenever they have problems, remembering that

we live. How will you keep Lent period of 40 days running up to Easter?

when we can no longer pick them up and help them, you always can.

What will you see when you hold up the mirror to yourself? Alongside
taking time to read Scripture, study a Christian book and pray with
fasting, why not give up texting for Lent and simply talk on the phone;
commit ourselves to just working 40 hours a week or spend five minutes
each day in silence!

Thank you for our earthly families; for mothers and fathers, aunties and
uncles, grandmas and grand-dads, brothers and sisters - help us to lives of
loving kindness. Help us to reflect your love in all our relationships.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Daphne Kitching

Family Worship
Mothering Sunday
March 26th at 10.30 am
Preacher: Charles Jolly

What is Love?

Whatever we do, Lent is a season for self-reflection, as we put ourselves
in a position to receive afresh the forgiveness and healing that God
offers.

Rev Paul Hardingham

Women’s World Day of Prayer 2017
prepared by the
Christian Women of the Philippines

In a survey of 4 to 8 year olds, children revealed

a simple but deep grasp of that four-letter word.
- When my grandmother got arthritis, she couldn't bend over and
paint her toenails anymore. So my grandfather does it for her, even
when his hands got arthritis too. That's love.
- Love is when my Mummy makes coffee for my daddy and she takes a
sip before giving it to him, to make sure the taste is OK.
- Love is when you kiss all the time. Then when you get tired of kissing,
you still want to be together and you talk more. My mummy and daddy
are like that. I think they look disgusting when they kiss, but they look
happy.
- Love is a little old woman and a little old man who are still friends
even after they've known each other so well.
- My mummy loves me more than anybody. You don't see anyone else
kissing me to sleep at night
- Love is when daddy gives mummy the best piece of chicken.

I learned more about Christianity from my mother than
from all the theologians of England.

John Wesley.

“Am I Being Unfair To You?”
Situated in the western Pacific Ocean, the Republic of the
Philippines is a sovereign island country.
The islands are located on the Pacific Ring of Fire close to
the equator. This contributes to the high incidence of
typhoons and earthquakes, averaging 20 per year. Climate
change has led to an increase in storms, droughts and
severe typhoons in the last decade with Typhoon Yolanda
or Haiyan, hitting the islands in
November 2013.
A category 5 super-typhoon, Haiyan is
the most severe storm ever recorded to
hit land and it claimed thousands of
lives.

Friday March 3rd - 2 pm
Fountain Square Church

Do something different
for Lent:
Be Creative!

Wednesdays at 7.30pm, ending 9.30pm
at the latest, including refreshments.
Fountain Square Church Vestry
Donations towards expenses will be very welcome.
Churches Together in Tideswell Lent Meetings this year will be
taking a creative twist. Local artist Fiona Rogers, writer
Suzanne Elvidge, and musician Steve Fisher will help us explore
the powerful themes of Lent, Holy Week and Easter by inviting
us into their worlds of words, images and harmony. Each session
will take the form of a workshop with practical things to do; by
Holy Week, group members will have had the opportunity to
contribute to a shared reflection on the story of Holy Week
and Easter. Pictures, words and music created by the group may
be woven into a seasonal exhibition and shared worship services.
Fiona will help us use the materials and thoughts we bring to
the sessions to make collage pictures which come together to
make a group piece. (See over for further information.)
Suzanne will encourage us to find words to go with the art, or
with other Holy Week themes.
Steve will lead us in exploring Holy Week hymns, and guide us in
composing a group hymn which could be sung in one of this
year’s services.

None of the workshops will call for previous experience or expertise
in art, writing or music; just come along and have a go!

March 8th
March 15th
March 22nd
March 29th
April 5th
April 12th

Art with Fiona 1
Art with Fiona 2
Writing with Suzanne 1
Writing with Suzanne 2
Music with Steve 1
Music with Steve 2

Information from Fiona about the art workshops:
In the workshop we will be thinking of light and dark, sunset
and sunrise, endings and beginnings, sadness and hope. We won't
be using religious imagery but will be thinking of other ways of
expressing what the passion and the resurrection mean to us
and how it makes us and feel. I will bring along ideas to inspire
you - but please do bring your own as well.
And don't be daunted. Although the subject matter is
thoughtful, the workshop will be fun and I will be there to help
anyone who feels a bit stuck.
Please bring:
Images and ideas that will inspire your work
Colourful used magazines for collage
An old paintbrush for glue
A pair of scissors for cutting paper (although tearing is better
so don't worry if you can't find any)
An old yoghurt (or similar) pot for putting your glue in.

Let
us
pray

WEEKLY MEETINGS
PRAYER MEETINGS
Fridays 10.30 am
in the vestry

BUSY BEES
Tuesdays 10 am to 12 noon
in the hall for 0-5’s & carers
See - Margaret Gill 872057

OPEN HOUSE
Thursdays 7.30 pm

Ben & Kirstin Twelves home
Holly House, Parke Road

LADIES FELLOWSHIP
Wednesdays 2.15 pm
in the vestry

