FAMILY WORSHIP - 10.30 am every Sunday

FAMILY COMMUNION - Monthly - see diary

MINISTER: Revd Steve Fisher - Tel: 01298 938831

Church Leaders:
Owen Walters (Secretary) - Tel: 01298 872294
Margaret Brignell (Treasurer) - Tel: 01298 871893
Margaret Gill - Tel: 01298 872057
Jean Jackson - Tel: 01298 872089
Paul Mount - Tel: 01298 871566
Philip Turner - Tel: 01298 871902
Ben Twelves - Tel: 01298 871161
Jill Whitnell - Tel: 01298 872596

For Pastoral care contact the Minister or any Church Leader

If any member would like Home Communion
please contact the Minister
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Member of the Evangelical Alliance
Commitment for Life Church
Fairtrade Church

Rotas for April 2016
Sunday
April

May

Door Stewards
3

Flowers

Andrew Turner

Mal & Paul Fletcher

10

Jill Whitnell

Margaret Brignell

17

Judith Mount

Freda Kenworthy & Anne Hollis

24

Freda Kenworthy

Jean Jackson

Sue Clarke

The Turner Family

1

Communion
April

3

Paul Mount & Jill Whitnell

May

1

Jean Jackson & Ben Twelves

Sunday Morning Coffee
April

May

3

Jill Whitnell & Jean Bancroft

19

Kath Anderson & Glynis Hughes

17

Jean Jackson & Marjorie Gregory

24

Val Gaffney & Andrew Turner

1

Gill Adams & Anne Hollis

Ladies Fellowship Meeting Wednesdays 2.15 pm
April 6

Glynis Hughes

13

Marjorie Gregory

20

Jill Whitnell

27

Kath Anderson

May 4

Alison Bennison

If any of these dates are not convenient
- please exchange with someone else on the list

From the Manse

Diary for April 2016
Sunday

3rd 10.30 am

Sunday

10th 10.30 am

Family Worship - Blayze White

Thursday

14th

7.00 pm

Leaders Meeting

Saturday

16th

7.00 pm

Peak Filling Station - Calver Village Hall

April 2016

Family Communion including Baptism
Dear Friends,
As we come into April we hopefully come into Spring when the
signs of new life have firmly taken hold. They continually remind us

Speaker: Godfrey Birtill, singer, songwriter

that new life emerges from what is seemingly dead. The potential of

Sunday

17th 10.30 am

Worship for All - Steve

the tiny seed with which we are so familiar is still mind-boggling in

Thursday

21st

Church Annual General Meeting

its scope. A Creator God brings life – and goes on bringing life. Of

Sunday

24th 10.00 am

United Communion Service

course we know the pattern of physical decay and decline which

7.30 pm

at St John’s Church Speaker: Godfrey Meynell (Christian Aid)
Thursday

28th

7.30 pm

Saturday

30th 10.00 am

“Road Show” at Marlpool URC
Coffee etc served during the Food Festival

May
Sunday

1

affects all life on earth. But we also know that God’s creative love
produces new life within us at a far deeper level than the physical.
The fruits of the Spirit are not just theological niceties but actual
qualities which God can grow in us – love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness (you know the list!) . We may understand much more

10.30 am

Family Communion - Steve

about the evolution of life following God’s creation, but that doesn’t
mean that God stopped being Creator after the Big Bang! The New
Testament talks about our condition when we become followers of

WEEKLY MEETINGS
BUSY BEES - Tuesdays 10 am - 12 noon in the Hall
for 0 - 5’s and carers Contact: M Gill 872057
LADIES FELLOWSHIP - Wednesdays at 2.15 pm in the vestry
OPEN HOUSE Thursdays 7.30 pm
at Ben & Kirstin Twelves, Holly House, Parke Road
PRAYER MEETING - Fridays 10.30 am in the vestry

Jesus: – ‘If anyone is in Christ he is a new creation. The old has
gone, the new has come.’ (2 Corinthians 5: 17). And, in one of my
favourite verses, ‘Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet
inwardly we are being renewed day by day.’ (2 Corinthians 4: 16).
So you might not be a Spring chicken, but you can be part of God’s
eternal Spring!
version

As Abanazzar might have said in a Christian

version of the pantomime: ‘new lives for old!’ That is what is on

Cream for dessert. And liberty and justice for all! Amen!"

offer following the amazing happenings of Easter.

Along with the laughter from the other customers nearby, I heard a

Since the last magazine letter, I’ve been to Ethiopia. My trip there

woman remark, "That's what's wrong with this country. Kids today

was with a charity called Anchor Education who work with home-

don't even know how to pray. Asking God for Ice Cream! Why, I

schooled children and their parents across many different countries

never!"

in Africa. Margaret, who is the lynch pin of the organisation, is a

Hearing this, my son burst into tears and asked me, "Did I do it

retired head teacher who was a member of the very first church

wrong? Is God mad at me?"

where I was minister in Manchester. 3 of us went to Ethiopia and

As I held him and assured him that he had done a terrific job and God

begun the week testing the children who were being home-

was certainly not mad at him, an elderly gentleman approached the

schooled, so my tasks were invigilating and marking primarily. This

table. He winked at my son and said, "I happen to know that God

was done in Addis Ababa, the capital of Ethiopia, in a school called

thought that was a great prayer."

The Bingham Academy, named after an Englishman who was one

"Really?" my son asked.

of the first people to bring the gospel to neighbouring Sudan. The
children we were testing were from a variety of national
backgrounds

including

American,

Australian,

Belgian

and

Ethiopian. From Addis Ababa we moved on to Lake Babogaya
where SIM (Serving in Mission) had a retreat centre on the
lakeside. We helped to run a retreat for parents and children (about
130 in total). A team of students looked after the children while
Margaret and I gave input to the parents. The scenery was
spectacular with Jacaranda and Bougainvillea trees in full flower
and the lake spreading out before us with many different birds from
tiny sunbirds (like humming birds) to large vulture. We didn’t have a
thermometer, but the temperature was probably well in excess of
30 degrees…Watch this space for an Ethiopian evening to be
arranged in the summer!

"Cross my heart." Then in theatrical whisper he added (indicating the
woman whose remark had started this whole thing), "too bad she never
asks God for Ice Cream. A little Ice Cream is good for the soul
sometimes."
Naturally, I bought my kid Ice Cream at the end of the meal. My son
stared at his for a moment and then did something I will remember
the rest of my life. He picked up his Sundae and without a word
walked over and placed it in front of the woman. With a big smile he
told her, "Here, this is for you. Ice Cream is good for the soul
sometimes and my soul is good already!"

Hidden Books of the Bible
Somewhere in each sentence you will find hidden
the name of a Bible book.
1. To fail an examination is a dismal achievement.
2. It is not good to be bitten by a mosquito.
3. To succeed one hundred per cent is most remarkable.
4. It was the best her teacher could do.
5. He stayed in the rut he had made as a boy.
6. He considered the comic a happy man.
7. He spent the day making several visits.
8. They made a pact seven days earlier.
9. After leaving the Sudan I elected to visit Egypt.
10. The most it used was two pints.

So it’s always wonderful to see another part of God’s creation, but
also great to come home to the familiar.

Easter’s message

encompasses both as we share the bond of being in God’s family
and His ever-growing Kingdom.
Have a great month,
Steve

Jesus’ resurrection gives purpose and meaning to
all we do as Christians, both individually and together with
others. It confirms the coming of a new kingdom of perfect
love, unity and joy. Pray for a new purpose for ourselves
and our church.
Pray for our neighbours, particularly for those who do not know the Lord.
Pray for our minister Steve and his family; for the leaders and members
and others in the church family. Pray for a new awareness of the needs

“Don’t worry about anything: instead pray about
everything: tell God your needs and don’t forget to
thank Him for His answers.” Philippians 4:6

"Ice Cream Is Sometimes Good
For The Soul"
Last week I took my children to a restaurant. My sixyear-old son asked if he could say grace. As we bowed
our heads he said, "God is good, God is great. Thank you
for the food, and I would thank you even more if Mom
gets us Ice Cream

that need filling, hurts that need healing and the grace to understand and
love each other “warts and all”.
Pray for those who are ill at this time and for those who care for them.

Christenings:
We welcome Kyawyn and Seren,
daughters of
Bronwen and Samara (nee Walters),
granddaughters of Sue and Owen,
baptised in church on Sunday 3rd April.

Paul Hardingham
considers foolishness and wisdom…

Called to be Fools!

The Way I see It – those amazing coincidences
The next time you have friends round, why not try this experiment. Invite
each of them to recall the most amazing coincidence they have

April Fool’s Day is the traditional way to begin this month! In

experienced in the last ten years.

medieval times the fool (or jester) was not just there for

Given a few minutes to recall, it’s certain the stories will roll out. The day

amusement. He had an influential role in the court, because he

when they went up to London and in Piccadilly Circus met a very old

could speak the truth in ways others couldn’t. As Christians we

friend they hadn’t seen for years on a one-off visit from Glasgow. Or how

are also called to be fools; Paul described himself as a ‘fool for

they were on a tour of historic sites in Turkey and during a comfort

Christ’ (1 Corinthians 4:10). In what ways is this an appropriate

break met a couple from their own road in Chesterfield. Or how on the

description of a Christian? In his letter Paul expands on this

birthday of a late and much-loved wife her favourite hymn was sung on

theme.

‘Songs of Praise’. When everyone is finished, tot up the odds against all of

= a foolish message: ‘For the message of the cross is foolishness
to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the

these things happening. If there’s a mathematician or statistician present
they may do it for you.

power of God.’ (1 Cor 1:18). The heart of the Gospel does not

I heard recently of a bereaved father who had an experience of this kind,

focus on clever ideas, but on the Cross of Jesus Christ. This

involving ‘University Challenge’ and events connected with his student

message of foolishness and weakness is both God’s wisdom and

son. In this case he did some research – including the production team of

power for our lives!

the programme - and worked out that the odds against this particular

= a foolish community: ‘But God chose the foolish things of the

occurrence were more than five million to one.

world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world

No one seems to have any explanation for this, beyond that, well, strange

to shame the strong.’ (1:27). The church in Corinth consisted of

things happen. But ‘coincidence’, as we call it, can’t surely be so lightly

slaves, rather than the rich and successful. God calls the weak

dismissed. The old preachers called it ‘providence’, and said that ‘God

and vulnerable to follow Him, in order to shame those who think

moves in a mysterious way, His wonders to perform’. I think I’m with

they don’t need God.

them.

David Winter

THE CELL PHONE
vs.
THE BIBLE
What would happen
if we treated our Bible like we treat
our mobile phone?
What
What
What
What
What
What
What
What

if we carried it around in our purses or pockets?
if we flipped through it several times a day?
if we turned back to go get it if we forgot it?
if we used it to receive messages from the text?
if we treated it like we couldn’t live without it?
if we gave it to our children as a gift?
if we used it when we travelled?
if we used it in case of emergency?

Unlike our mobile,
we don’t have to worry about our Bible being ‘disconnected’
because of an unpaid bill.
Jesus already paid the bill. In full.
And just think – no dropped calls! God hears them all!
Author unknown

= a foolish ministry: ‘My message and my preaching were not
with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the
Spirit’s power, so that your faith might not rest on human
wisdom, but on God’s power.’ (2:4,5). Paul’s ministry didn’t rest
on human wisdom, but on the power of the Holy Spirit. For us,
this power is often displayed when we are at our weakest!
‘A fool thinks himself to be wise, but a wise man knows
himself to be a fool.’ (William Shakespeare).

The nun and the jeep
Found in a church magazine:
A nun driving her jeep in the Middle East ran out
of petrol. The only container she could find was a
chamber pot, in which she collected petrol and
with great difficulty refilled the jeep. Some Sheikhs looking on
observed: ‘Sister, we don’t share your religion, but we admire your
faith.’

THE WAY I SEE IT :

Before Christ sent the church into the world,
he sent the Spirit into the church.
The same order must be observed today.

John R W Stott.

Stop the world, I want to get off
At my age you start marvelling at the pace of change. It
only seems yesterday that we started getting money
from holes in the wall. Then it was dotcom, and emails,

mobile phones and ‘going online’. Now it’s smart-phones, internet

High Peak Foodbank Update – March 2016

shopping and digital books. As one habitual feature of my adult life

Thanks again from High Peak Foodbank for your continuing

disappears after another, I start to wonder what will eventually be

support. Together we have fed 1,100 local people with over 19,000

left.

meals in the last year. We have also helped 23 long term

So I try to imagine a world without things: without the daily

unemployed people into work and many others into education or

newspaper or printed magazines; without clothes shops or banks;
without cricket (baseball has taken over the ‘franchise’) or football
(NFL has won the hearts of the young generation). Evensong is
distant history, and so is radio. Even TV is only used by the very

training as a way of getting work so that they no longer need a
foodbank. Shannon is one of those people; having been supported
with emergency food, she returned for help with getting work and
started a job last week. As a thank you for the help she received
from High Peak Foodbank and Zink, our employment service,

old, everyone else ‘streams’ their programmes online from all over

Shannon asks you to sponsor her to do a fundraising bungee jump.

the world. No one reads paper books, though they are stored

You can sponsor Shannon online at mydonate.bt.com/charities/

somewhere in academic libraries. Oh, and what were coins,

highpeakfoodbank – click ‘Go’ in the sponsor box on the right hand

banknotes and cheques?.

side of the page, or you can send a cheque to High Peak Foodbank,

If you think any of those things can’t possibly happen, just reflect
(if you’re old enough) on the world of fifty years ago: black and
white television, gramophones, tape recorders, Woolworths,
bookshops on every high street, a nightly ‘epilogue’ on the BBC,

United Reformed Church, Hardwick Square East, Buxton, SK17 6PT.
Best wishes and thanks again for your support
Paul Bohan (High Peak Foodbank Coordinator)
Lizzie Walton (Buxton Foodbank Coordinator)
Jane Kirk-Bagshaw (Work Coach)

and five million readers a day for the Sun. It wasn’t better (actually,

Fountain Square Church

a lot was worse), but it was massively different.
Only God is changeless, the same ‘yesterday, today and for ever’.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Change is an inescapable element of human life. It’s just that it’s

Thursday April 21st at 7.30 pm

got so fast! Could someone please slow it down a bit?

All members please try to attend this meeting!
David Winter

United Communion Service
Sunday April 24th
10 am
St. John’s Church
Speaker:
Godfrey Meynell
(Christian Aid)

No service at Fountain Square Church

News from the Food Bank
Food to donate this month:
Coffee, tinned fruit/puddings, UHT Milk,
tinned carrots, tinned sweetcorn, instant mash,
pre-cooked beetroot packs, toilet rolls
There is a collection point at Fountain Square Church
in the porch and there are other collection points in the local area
or you can donate direct to the foodbank
(United Reformed Church, Hardwick Square East, Buxton).
We can accept donations of fresh fruit, vegetables and bread at the
foodbank only – please don’t leave them at the collection points.

Wakes Week 2016

At a meeting on March 2nd
it was decided that this year's theme
for the exhibition in the church
would commemorate the

90th Birthday of the Queen
It was suggested that the exhibits
could be based on Commonwealth Countries

Get your thinking caps on and pray for inspiration!
Morning coffee, light luncheons
and afternoon teas will all take place in the hall
except for the Thursday
which is voting day for the European Referendum
when they will be in the vestry.
As you can see there are lots to do!!!
We will need people to do the exhibits
and to be on duty in the church.
For the catering – we will need cakes etc.
and people to be on duty at various times
during the week
Rotas will be available in the church!

Have you ever sat
and watched the clouds drift by?

Whatever cloud is hanging over you at present, whether suffering,

Some of them are vast, towering up and up into the

Pray – pour out your heart to the Lord about it. He has promised that

sky. There can be clouds of discouragement and suffering in our lives

His grace will be sufficient for anything that we encounter in this life.

as well, circumstances that temporarily blot out the sunlight of God’s

And – look up. Look towards heaven, think beyond those clouds, and

love for us. You may have such a cloud hanging over your life right

remember His promise that the sufferings we may be undergoing here

now. You may be in a hospital bed, or suffering discouragement, fear,

are nothing compared to the glory that God has prepared for us there.

despair or bereavement.

discouragement, fear, there IS something you can do about it NOW.

The Bible assures us:

Clouds cut off our light and warmth, and leave us feeling penned in.

‘The Lord God is a sun and shield: the Lord will give grace and glory:

But they can also bring unexpected good in our lives; in nature clouds

no good thing will He withhold from those who walk uprightly.

bring life-giving water. The long-term result of their visit can be

O Lord Almighty, blessed is the man that trusts in you.’ Psalm 84: 11-12

growth.
Have you ever noticed that sometimes, when you board a plane, the
sky is like a thick grey ceiling? It looks impenetrable. But the plane
does not hesitate - it climbs steadily onward and upward straight into
the cloud. And what happens? Nothing! The cloud cannot block your
progress, it must give way before you.
The simple truth is, you may not be able to see through clouds, but
you can go through them. The plane uses navigational aids for
guidance, and we have the Holy Spirit to guide us through the darkest
times. And finally, we emerge through the cloudbank, and there before
us is a sun-drenched sky of blue and golden glory, far above the dismal
and disappointing things far below.

Tideswell Food Festival
Saturday April 30th
Fountain Square Church
will be serving Coffee etc.
10 am to 4 pm
There will be a Plant Stall, Book
Stall etc.
No cakes please!!
Your help will be appreciated
A rota is available at the church

Let
us
pray

WEEKLY MEETINGS
PRAYER MEETINGS
Fridays 10.30 am
in the vestry

BUSY BEES
Tuesdays 10 am to 12 noon
in the hall for 0-5’s & carers
See - Margaret Gill 872057

OPEN HOUSE
Thursdays 7.30 pm

Ben & Kirstin Twelves home
Holly House, Parke Road

LADIES FELLOWSHIP
Wednesdays 2.15 pm
in the vestry

